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California Swap Meets and Shows



7th Annual All-Brass
Show in Ontario, CA

***
            Bill Kift - The 7th annual All-Brass Show was
held at the Doubletree Hotel, 222 North Vineyard in
Ontario, CA, on Sunday, January 20th. As usual, a
good time was held by all.  About 350 brass train
lovers and vendors showed up this year for what has
become a January Classic.

            This annual event is produced by the Brass
Railroaders Association and supported by many
hobby shops and suppliers, including All Aboard
Model Railroad Emporium in Torrance, CA and the
Original Whistle Stop in Pasadena, CA. The show
opened to the public at 10:00 A.M. and this year saw
the longest line of customers ever at 9:59 AM just
before the doors opened. Custom Traxx, one of
Trolleyville's established vendors, reported that he
was forced to serve up to three customers at a time for
the first two hours of the show.  So it is safe to say
that a lot of brass models got new homes on that day.
            Several vendors that handle traction items on a
regular basis were at the show including A-line (Joe
Delia), Holland Traction Supply (Mitch Holland),
Railway/Traction Miniatures (Ken Dively), Past &
Present (Mina Cascadden), Heather Clark, Gunnings
Hobbies, Custom Traxx  (George Huckaby) and MTS
Imports, Inc.
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            MTS Imports Joel Lovitch was unable to
participate this year so George Huckaby displayed his
latest brass models, including HO scale Forney steam
locomotives, Budd RDC, and single truck open cars. 
Photos of prototypes of future models of Los Angeles
Railway P-3 PCC cars, San Francisco "Baby Ten"
PCC cars and Pacific Electric 1601 class steeple cab
locos were shown in the display this year. George also
represented Earl Johnston of Transquip Company.
Transquip displayed both HO and O scale display
stands. Transquip also is a dealer for the now well-
known line of Corgi 1:50 scale PCC cars. George also
displayed the Custom Traxx line of mostly HO scale
traction decals.

Demand for space and tables was so great at this years
show that George was forced to display his traction
decal line on a chair as shown above.
        The Brass Railroaders Association can be
contacted by phone at 818-241-1785. You may write
them at P.O. Box 128, Glendale, CA 91209-0128 or
through their internet site at www.brasshow.com.  This
show is usually held one weekend prior to the Super
Bowl so mark your calendar for 2003 and check with
the Association right after Thanksgiving later this
year. We can assure you that anyone that was here this
year intends to be back next year.
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